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H storical Background

The probl emof the so-called "defective delinquent” has renmai ned controversi al
and largely unresolved, for over half a century. The controversy has centered
around two main issues: (l) the relationship of intelligence to crimnal behavior,
and (2) the type of treatment which will be nost effective in dealingwth the
mental |y retarded delinquent.

In 1912, Dr. Walter E. Fernald stated that "the feeblemnded are a parasitic,
predatory class, never capable of self-support or of managing their own affairs.
The great mgjority.. are a menace and danger (to the community.)Every feebl em nded
person, especially the high-grade inbecile, is a potential crimnal, needing only
t he proper environment and opportunity for the devel opment and expression of his
crimnal tendencies." (p.48, Davies) At that time estimates of subnormal intelli-
gence anong delinquents ranged from0.5 to 55% with the nmgjority of opinions
clustered around the higher figures.(l) Yet as early as 1917 Dol | suggested
that "natural factors such as isolation, artificial factors such as court atti -
tudes and probation failures, and conbined factors of nationality, age, sex, etc.,"
had not been controlled in previous studies and had therefore contam nated or
biased the results to reflect a spuriously high correlation between low intelli-
gence and del i nquent behavior.(2) In 1923 Burt (3) declared that "the proportion
of intellectually defective cases anong t he delinquent population... is in the
nei ghbor hood of 5% not 50." Although analysis of 4,000 young repeating of fenders,
studi ed between 1909 and 1923 by Dr. WlliamHealy and Dr. Augusta Bronner (Davies,
94), revealed that 13.5%of the group were "clearly subnormal”, these investigators
asserted that follow up studies indicated that poor environnent was largely the
determning factor in the delinquencies, that "it is inpossible to explain de-

linquency in terns of a nunerical intelligence quotient."



An insightful approach to understanding the nentally retarded del i nquent
appeared in the Queck's observation (1935), based on studies of literally thou-
sands of Juvenile delinquents, that "nental deficiency, though not a direct
cause of delinquency, is a conplicating factor of great potency, the presence
of which, in addition to other causative influences, severely breaks down the
individual's resistance to antisocial behavior."(5)

Def ective Delinquent

Penrose (1938) suggested that solving the probl emof mental health, whether

of retarded or normal individuals, was the key to delinquency and crine. (6)

Al ong these |ines, Foulds' research (1945) with retarded delinquents reveal ed

that "87% of the extrapunitive subjects have a marked feeling of rejection, either
because their parents reject themor treat them harshly. 67% of the intropunitives
overconpensate in their conscious attachment to their parents for an unconsci ous
feeling of neglect, while 46%of inpunitives are over attached to their parents,
usual I y because they have been spoiled.” Only 13%of the total group had "bal anced"
relationships with their parents. (9) Ehrenwald felt that (1945) delinquent behavior
of the retarded was primarily a conpensation for their perceptions of their own

i nadequaci es. (10)

However, the attitude of the majority of workers has not been so understanding.

In 1944, Lurie et al wote, "Because of a conbination of poor mental heredity,

vicious home influences, and conditioning, the defective delinquent is an intellectually
retarded, enotionally imuature, and socially inadequate individual. The prognosis

with regard to cure of his behavior is uniformy poor. At present, commtnent for

[ife to a custodial institution especially equipped to treat this type of child

offers the only solution fromthe standpoint of society. (7) Westwell (1951) de-

scribed defective delinquents as a "small but devastating group” who when "rel egated

to schools for the nentally deficient (are) the equivalent of wolves |oose in a flock

of sheep."(8)



More recent research has returned to a nore tenperate view For exanple, Levy
(1954) found that the rat® of nmental deficiency in the population of a state peni-
tentiary was approxi mately the sane as that in the general popul ations he concl uded
that nental retardation was not too inportant in the etiology of crimnal behavior.
(11) Smth attributed deli nquent behavior of the retarded to "lack of insight, ms-
under st andi ngs, or |ack of appropriate supervision,” and not to any predil ection
for crime.(12) Hatt and G bby (1958) treat delinquent behavior of the retarded
child as "anoral" rather than "imoral", in that he "often is not aware of the con-
sequences (and thus is not really "delinquent”)...is oblivious to the fact that he
is breaking sone particular law,,,inpul ses are not as readily controlled...does not

[T

have the capacity to 'cover up' or to 'get away These authors paint out that the

"stormand stress" of a nornal child' s adol escence, which may result in delinquent

behavior, are for the retarded child a "typhoon" whi ch he cannot al ways naster. 13)

Qurrent Thi nki ng

Begab (1963) enphasises the fact that it is the mldly retarded who wi |l nost
frequently be found engagi ng i n del i nquent behaviors, that the noderately or severely
retarded sel domcommt delinquent acts--and then only at the instigation of their
nmore intelligent peers. He presents perhaps the nost conprehensive anal ysis of
del i nquent behavi or of the nmentally retarded to be found in the literature:

O'ten, these children are confronted with so assay barriers to success and so
many demands for achi evenent, that these cannot be overcome by avoi dance, except
perhaps through w thdrawal. To reduce the tensions that accunul ate, the retarded
child may react in various ways. He may respond with overt indifference or an
external display of feeling! he may repress his hostility, turning his feelings
inward; or he may "act out” his resentnents. Al of these responses and variations
of themare utilized, but inthe mgjority of instances, the "acting-out" nechani sm
is predominant. Inamnority of cases, particularly where the individual has no
constructive social outlets for his pent up aggressions, feelings may be acted out
in a socially unacceptabl e though not necessarily delinquent manner. Should this
occur, the attitudes of the comunity are apt to becone even nore unconproni si ng and
hostil e, thereby placing added stress on the individual's capacity for social adjust-
meato The interaction of these factors are partly responsible for the high inci-
dence of enotional disturbance and behavi or di sorders anong the mildly retarded.



A fairly wi despread concern-shared by parents and public ali ke—s that the
retarded are characteristically suggestible and "easily led" and that lowintelli-
gence is a prinmary cause of their social msconduct Logic would suggest that
i ndi vidual s who are unabl e to di scern whet her what they are told to do is acceptabl e
or not, are prone to got into trouble. And indeed this is sonetines the reasonabl e
expl anation for certain types of msconduct anong the retarded. Were "gang"
delinquency is involved, for exanple, the retarded are prone to be goaded i nto
t aki ng daring chances, thus becomng the "fall guys"” for the rest of the group.

I n many instances however-particul arly where these behavior patterns are wal |
establ i shed-parental attenpts to explain their retarded child s behavior as due to
the invluence of "bad conpany" are unfounded rationalizations.

Actually, not all of the mldly retarded are suggestible, nor are all persons
of normal intellect free fromthis trait. The retarded as a group, neverthel ess
probably need nore protection agai nst exploitation than other persons. Their vul ner-
ability is heightened at least in part by their unsatisfied enmoti onal needs. The
mldly retarded adol escent or adult is often "led into troubl e"—even when he under -
stands the unacceptabl e nature of his acts—because that may be the only way he
knows to gain acceptance and recognition fromhis peers. Fulfilling these basic
needs for "bel onging" can mnimze the suggestibility of sone retardates and safeguard
themfromthe negative influence of undesirabl e conpanions.

The exact role of lownentality in the causiation of delinquent or antisoci al
behavior is still unknown. Though a cause-effect relationship between deficiency
and del i nquency is being chal | enged by many of today's professional practitioners
and researchers, the attitudes of the lay public toward this problemlag far behind
current knowl edge. This situationis clearly illustrated in recent newspaper articles
pronpted by public agitation over the high incidence of illegitimte children born
to nothers on public welfare rolls. Inthe views of one col umi st;

The worman who continues to have chil dren out of wedl ock does so
not because she is imoral or because she wants nore noney, but
because in al nost every instance she is a noron.. Since norons
tend to beget norons,..these subnormal wonen shoul d be sterilized.
O, if that is too nuch for the squeamsh to tol erate, they should
be confined to institutions. They should not, in the interest of
these children as well as society in general, be permtted to nul -
tiply their kind.*

It is highly questionabl e whether the wormen who repeatedly bear children out
of wedl ock are in fact predomnantly of lownentality and it is equally debatabl e
whet her the latter causes the forner. These wonen usually |ive under conditions which
may and do foster promi scuity and other forns of unacceptabl e behavi or anong t hem
what ever their |evel of intelligence.

Such ill-founded opi nions and m sconcepti ons as those expressed by the col -
uam st are not to be dismssed lightly,, They are partly responsible for the w de-
spread fear of parents that their mldly retarded children will be exploited or becone
delinquent. Nor can the courts, welfare agencies, correctional facilities, institu-
tions for the retarded, and other public supported prograns fully escape the soci al
pressures that such msinformation arouses. Wen these attitudes influence practice-
as they frequently do-and the synptons rather than the underlying causes of the
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behavi or dictate the course of action to be taken, the problemis frequently com
pounded i nstead of resol ved.

The exact incidence of delinquent behavior among the nildly retarded is not yet
known. A summary of various studies, however, indicates that from1934 to 1950, the
percent age of defectives (1Qs below 70) in the delinquent popul ation declined
gradually from13 percent to 4 percent. At the same time, the average intelligence
of the total delinquent group rose froman IQof 79 to 92 notw thstanding the fairly
hi gh proportion of disturbed adol escents whose test performance m ght be affected
by enotional factors.* This narked differential does not necessarily reflect a true
increase inthe intelligence | evel of delinquents, though the higher incidence of
del i nquency anong m ddl e-class famlies may contribute in a mnor way to this change.
Morelikely, thewidevariationintheresults of different investigatorsisdueto
the use of varying criteria of defect, nore refined testing i nstrunents, greater
awar eness of other contributing variables and inproved et hodol ogy.

The conparability of the intellectual |evels of delinquents and non-delinquents
(a difference of & 1Qpoints) suggests little if any causal rel ati onshi p between
defici ency and del i nquency, but this is not concl usive and nore controlled studies
are needed. Averages tend to conceal the extrene deviations fromwhich the average
is conputed and the 1 Q as stated earlier, is not awhollyreliable basis for esti-
mating an individual's know edge and ability to conformto socially accepted stan-
dards of behavior. The inpact of lowintelligence on behavior takes on greater
meani ng when seen in relation to the host of psychol ogi cal and social forces which
contribute to delinquent behavior in all persons.

Considering that the nentally retarded-particularly the cultural-famlial group-
are often subject to adverse famly and community conditions and are prone to "act
out" their frustrations and hostility, it is surprising that the incidence of de-
| i nquent behavi or anong themis no greater than it is. An examnation of their hone
environments reveals a significantly higher incidence of adverse factors than is
found in the hormes of brighter delinquents. Mre famly nenbers have | owintelligence,
the educational, literacy and occupational status of parents is | ower, home condi -
tions are nore frequently overcrowded and dirty, and the parent-child rel ationship
is nore often unfavorabl e.

The inportance of these factors, and the equally obvious influence of negative
soci al forces outside the hone, preclude a single-factor viewof causation. It
cannot be stated with certainty hownuch neasured intelligence is needed to distinguish
"right fromwong" or to foresee the consequences of one's behavior, but thereis
anpl e evi dence that nost of the mldly retarded are not seriously handi capped in
this regard. A recent study by Marden and Bar ber** suggests that retarded boys in
institutions attribute status to their peers by the same val ue systemthat characteri -
zes nmost of society, They respect cleanliness, conformty to rules and regul ati ons,
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vocati onal and soci al independence, sociability and intelligence. Wether these
values were learned in the institution or existed prior to adm ssion does not reflect
on the capacities of these boys to understand, and i n nany cases to i ncor porat e,

soci al |y acceptabl e standards of behavior.

In personality traits, the mldly retarded who coomit delinquent acts are nore
i ke delinquents of normal intelligence than they are like the retarded non-del i nquent,
They are prone to be inpul sive, are |acking in self-control and denonstrate nore
hostility, resentnment and defiance than the non-delinquent of average or retarded
intellect. They are for the nost part nore assertive socially than nost retarded.
i ndividual s and express to a greater extent feelings of rejection and | ack of status.

The relationship of lowintelligence to delinquency is aptly sumarized by VWodwar d,
in her survey of research:*

The concl usion derived fromthis survey is that lowintelligence plays
little or no part in delinquency. In a certain unknown proportion of
delinquents, pressure to do work at a level or rate which is rendered
i npossible by lowability gives rise to stress. Wen there is a good
deal of strain due to other adverse factors, this additional stress
may exacerbate the situation and lowintelligence may thus indirectly
act as an aggravating factor, although it does not appear to do so in
a sufficient nunber of cases to make dull children nore nunmerous in a
del i nquent popul ati on than anmong conpar abl e nondel i nquent s.

Parental fears that mldly retarded children will becore delinquent woul d appear
to be highly exaggerated. Lack of foresight and the incapacity to judge right from
wong are not prinmary factors in the delinquent behavior of nost of these youngsters.
The stress-producing effects of lowintelligence are contributing factors, but these
can, to sone degree, be avoided. G ven the opportunity for a favorabl e hone environ-
nents prof essi onal gui dance and treatnents, constructive social and recreational
outlets, suitable work, and educational experiences anong peers wi th whomthey can
conpete on equal terns, delinquent patterns are not likely to devel op.

Unfortunately, the absence of the ideal conditions described by Begab ensures the
devel opnent of delinquent behavior on the part of some nmentally retarded individuals,
as on the part of their normal peers.

Tr eat nent

Mbost aut hors concur that treatment of the defective delinquent is difficult to
carry out. Davies presents the dilema clearly:

For those who have actual | y been convicted of offenses, the usual
penal procedures of probation, determnate sentence, and parole, on

the assunption that the offender has normal potentialities and can be
socially rehabilitated, do not successfully apply. For the others, the

¥ loodward, ep. cit.



younger group for the nost part, who have committed no serious overt

acts, but whose antisocial tendencies are recogni zed, and who are commtted
tothe regular state schools for mental defectives, the usual train-

i ng met hods al so fall short.(5)

Inan article in "Children" for March-April 1965, BertramBak, Executive
D rector of New York's Mobilization for Youth program states that, as a result of
the work of the President's Coomittee on Juvenile Delingquency, "exclusive enpha-
sis on treatnent woul d be viewed as nai ve...The enphasis has shifted fromrearrang-
ing the delinquent, so that he will respond to society in a nore acceptabl e way,
torearranging society..., to the creation of commnities in which the val ue
of full devel opment of each hurman being is articulated in the structures of the
community." (,p.72)

Joseph Wi ngol d, Executive Director of the New York State ARC, in an excellent
paper entitled "Toward a New Concept of the Delinquent Defective (delivered before
the A AMD. Convention in June, 1965) refers to the Beck article and stresses
the pertinence of changing the val ues of society and the comunity so that the
mentally retarded youth will find acceptance and a place in the vocational and
social mlieu. He argues further that State institutions nmust "change internally"
so that they can influence and change the val ue systemof the delinquent retardate,
who at present is being asked to "function in a mcrocosmof society with rewards
and puni shnent s" whi ch he cannot conprehend. M. Wingold does not feel that the
defecti ve delinquent should be incarcerated but that he shoul d be dealt with within
the State institutions.

Treat ment concerns have prinarily centered around those retarded who, in the
words of the President's Task Force on Law, "exhibit persistent uncontrolled
behavi or threatening the well-being of others."(16) There is general agreenent
inthe literature that these persons should be treated in a separate facility

where they can receive specialised attention. Wether this unit should be an

i ndependent institution, within the correctional systemor not, part of another



facility, etc. is open to dispute.

Various states have dealt with the problemin various ways. For exanple,
Massachusetts has operated a separate division for nale defective delinquents since
1922, and for fermal es since 1926, both within the State Farmat Bridgewater. At
Bridgewater there are roons with outside windows instead of cells. Emphasis is
pl aced on "treatnent rather than punishnent”. Rehabilitation plus returnto the
coomunity is the primary goal, with innates recomrended for parol e whenever feasible.

In 1921 New York established the first separate institution for defective
delinquents in the country at Napanoch. This institutionis for the "care,
trai ning and custody of mal e nental defectives over 16", who are "charged wit h,
arraigned for, or convicted of" crimnal offenses. A unique feature of Napauoch
isthat by lawall commtnents there are for life., so long as the superintendent
does not feel that release to society is warranted, Napanoch is said to conbi ne
the features of a penal institution and an institution for the retarded. There
are cell blocks as well as dormtories, to which assignnents are nmade in terns of
i ndi vi dual needs. Adnministration was for the first six years under the State
Comm ssion for Mental Defectives, but is nowunder the Departnent of Corrections.
Treat ment incl udes psychiatric and psychol ogi cal services, group therapy, and indus-
trial training.

Connecti cut passed a lawin 1939 for segregation of defective delinquents,
but it was repeal ed when a newbill for an institution to accomodat e t hemwas
passed in 1957!

Maryland is the only state to have passed a "defective delinquent | aw', nanely
that a defective delinquent is

an individual who by the denonstrati on of persistent, aggravated,
antisocial or crimnal behavior, evidences a propensity towards
crimnal activity and who is found to have either such intell ectual
deficiency or enotional inbalance, or both, as to clearly denon-

strate an actual danger to society, so as to require such con-
finenment and treat nent when appropriate, as may nmake it reason-



ably safe for society to termnate the confinenment and treatnent.
Article 31B of Annotated Code at State of Maryl and. (17}

An i ndividual must be cenvicted and sentenced to a penal institution, at which
poi nt the judge, defense, prosecution, or relative can ask for referral to Patuxent
Institution for exam nation (by psychiatrist, psychol ogist, and M D.) under the
Defective Delinquent law |If it is decided that he is a defective delinquent, heis
givenacivil hearing; if the court agrees, sentence is suspended and he is comitted
to Patuxent for an indetermnate periods. An advisory board consisting of university
prof essors, nmenbers of the bar association, psychiatrists, etc has authority to
parol e, rather than the State Board of Parole. The institution is operated as a
"prison plus nental hospital." Therapy consists of "environnental nanipul ation”,
nanmely: the indetermnate sentence as notivation for change; the graded tier system
school vocational trainings disaplinary commttee; group therapy; continuity of con-
tact withthe institution after parole. Between 1955 and 1962, 81 i nmates had been

parol ed; of these, 65% have not viol ated parol e by comm ssion of a crine.

"Wshi ngton conpl eted in 1964 a twenty bed unit for the nal e defective del i nquent
at Rainier School, Buckley, Washington (one of four state institutions for the re-
tarded). Ages range from13 to 19 but the lower age limt will be changed to 8.
This is a maxi mumsecurity unit, self sufficient with regard to staff and facilities
for school, occupational therapy, work training, etc. Direction of the unit will be
taken over by a Ph.D. psychologist with research training. A |learning approach
usi ng tangi bl e token reinforcenent is being attenpted at present, in order to condi-
tion "social and cooperative behavior" as well as training in self-help skills, care
of bel ongi ngs, acadenics, recreation, crafts, etc, onthe premse that defective
delinquents are not controlled by the usual social and synbolic reinforcement which
conditions the "good" behavi or of normal subjects. It is too early to assess results

of this program but it |ooks nmost proni sing.



Situation in Mnnesota

Wiat of the defective delinquent in Mnnesota? MIdred Thonson, in her recent
reviewof nental retardation progress is Mnnesota, (18), tells us that provisionfor
segregating "young incorrigibles and defective delinquents" at Red Wng was reconmended
as early as 1917, but that no action was taken. Again in 1940 the warden at St.

d oud suggested pl aci ng the mal e defectives in his institution under a speci al
dormtory plan, but it was decided by the Advisory Committee that the special |egis-
lation required could not be obtained at that time. Finally, in 1945 the | egisla-
tura authorised use of a dormtory at St. Aoud Reformatory for the now defunct
Annex for Defective Delinquents. Al though the 67 men admtted initially presented
"serious behavior problens,” the training programinstituted at the A D.D. had

"phenonenal rehabilitativeresults."”

The Annex, during its ei ghteen year existence, served 291 adult nmal es (over 18),
with about 60 to 75 Maintained yearly. Intelligence range was general |y about 50
to 80. Delinquencies ranged from"difficult to nmanage in the community or institu-
tion" to major felonies; all were under State guardi anship and were comitted as
nmental |y deficient wards, rather than as crimnal offenders.

The Maj or treatnent goal of the ADDis described by Shirley Bengston, D rector
of Casework Services for the Mental ly Deficient, Mnnesota Departrment of Public Wl -
fare, as "making | aw abi ding, self-supporting citizens of these men. The goal was
to be acconplished by teaching the nen (1) the difference between right and w ongs
(2) that they were responsible for their own acts; (3) that they could succeed if
they tried hard enough. As Ral ph Rosenberger, formerly educational director of the
Annex, puts its "The programconsisted primarily of setting strict limts for the
mental ly deficient in a setting where there was basic respect for the dignity of the
individual". Wbrk training, social devel opment (group therapy) sessions, practical

education in such matters as why one needs a social security card and howto get it,
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relied on. W used as our working definition for the defective delinquent: an

i ndi vi dual (1) whose behavior creates or has created a danger to hinself or to others
(whi ch may or may not include actual adjudication), and (2) who has been psychol ogi -
cally assessed as nental |y retarded.

The State institutions for the mentally retarded reported as follows:

Institution # of DD's Renge of Intelligence: Ages: Average #
Adult or Bslow 35~ 60= 75 & Below Above Iver

Juvenile 35 €0 75 Above 16 16 Last 10 Years
Breinerd 3 0 1 2 0 0 I &
Owatonne 19 0 7 12 5 9 15 20
Faribault 36 0 24 12 0 1 35 28
Cambridge 110 5 6 3 9 16 9% [
Total 168 5 98 65 5 26 1.8 137

Dr. Rchard Bartrman, Director of Children's Mental Health Prograns for the State
of Mnnesota, estinates that about two thirds of the total would be an "acting out"”
group who could be accommbdated within the State institutions if nore staff and
stricter security measures were available, but that the renaining one-third woul d
probably require a greater level of security than can be provided in a Wl fare
setting. For the latter group, who according to Dr. Bartman, are very destructive,
run away in large nunbers, and occasionally kill other patients, he advocates a
maxi mumsecurity facility with a highly structured program At present these danger-
ous individual s are sent to St. Peter Security Hospital.

Dr. Bartman stresses the point that both the "hard core" and the "garden variety"
defective delinquents require a conbi nation of security neasures and therapeutic
and educational prograns. Either aspect is useless without the other. He feels
that the detrinmental effect on retardates of contact with "normal” crimnals in a
Corrections setting i s a spurious issue based on an over-eval uati on of the inportance

of their intellectual retardation, as conpared with their psychopathol ogy whi ch he



bel i eves is nmuch nmore significant.

Dr. E J. Engberg, Superintendent at Faribault State School and Hospital,
laments the closing down of the Annex and feels that "at Faribault it will soon
becorme a very serious problemto take care of (the defective delinquents) and wll
tend to disrupt treatnment, educational and vocational training prograns". Dr. Eng-
berg al so notes that there are no security buildings at Faribault for either sex,

C. M Henderson, Superintendent at Onatonna State School, anticipates an increase
inintake of defective delinquents since they are nowadmtting only those children
too disturbed to renain in special classes inthe community. He feels that in the
near future Onatonna wi |l need | ocked units for proper control of severely acting-
out children, as well as hel p i n medi cal - neurol ogi cal diagnosis and drug therapy; that
an increase in staff psychol ogi sts, teachers of the enotional ly disturbed, social
workers, etc, is needed in order to provide group counseling and therapy for the
delinquent. Onatonna is presently trying to set up a closed facility for the hard
core" defective delinquents.

Dr. Harold Robb, forner Director of Ainical Prograaming at Brainerd State School
and Hospital, observes that he is fortunate in having but a fewdefective delinquents,
because "if they don't like us, there is little to prevent themfromwal ki ng anay".
He believes that a closed unit for about 40 to 50 patients who function within the
control of a built-in systemof sinple rewards and puni shnents m ght be effective.

Such a unit, set up for a snmall nunber of nale patients, has been in operation
for two years at Canbridge State School and Hospital. Dr. Bartman feels that the
conbi nation of strict limts plus acceptance and | ove afforded by this treatnent
unit at Canbridge is an ideal therapeutic mlieu for the "garden-variety defective
delinquent. He said that these individuals present a constant problemin the insti-
tutions in terns of the disproportionate anount of staff time and energy they denand,
their disruptive effect on other patients and their contribution to depressed noral e

on t he war ds.
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The Treatment Uhit will shortly expand, under a Federal grant, to include
facilities for delinguent, girls, as well as a nore conprehensive programfor the
mal e pati ents.

It is entirely feasible that such Treatnent Uhits nmght be established at
the other State institutions for the retarded.

State correctional institutions listed a total of 198 defective delinquents in
all institutions as of June 30, 1964, with a concentration of 104 at Still water
(per 983 popul ation) and 30 at St, O oud (per 417 popul ation).

Corrections Comm ssi oner Ray Lappegaard, together w th other menbers of the
Corrections Department interviewed mnimzed the magni tude of the special problens
presented by the defective delinquent in the Corrections institutional population.
They agreed with Dr. Bartman that the relatively snall nunber of dangerous crimnals
in the defective group need nmaxi numsecurity within the confines of a penal or
psychiatric institution. They would like to see all retarded individuals w thin
correctional institutions receive special treatnent in the formof work-vocational
training specially geared to their level. At present the only special prograns
which exist inthe correctional setting are "a fewrenedi al prograns for the nmen-
tally retarded and for those...retarded in school grade placenent".

Commi ssi oner Lappegaard woul d |ike to see a reactivation of the Annex for
Defective Delinquents, although not necessarily at the sane site. He did not feel
that contact between retarded and normal innmates woul d be detrinental to either
gr oup.

As for the problempresented by the defective delinquent in the comunity,
opi ni ons have varied. Probation officers and ot her professional workers polled
frost State Probation staff and fromHennepin County clainmed that the defective
deli nquent presents no particular problemin their caseloads, that he is treated
on the same therapeutic basis as a nornal delinquent. Onthe other hand, the

feeling at the Ransey County Probation Departrent is that the mental |y retarded



del i nquent occupi es a promnent place in the average casel oad and i s by no means
receiving the special treatnent or training he needs. A recent Ransey County sur-
vey indicated that slightly under 20%of the total mal e probation office casel oad.
have I.Q's between 50 and 85; and that out of 1,000 boys in the 16 to 20 age
group, 192 have I.Q's in the stated range. Again, in a group of 80 boys in resi-
dence in the county institution for delinquent boys, 24%have I.Q's from50 to
85. (Project for Vocational Rehabilitation of Mentally Retarded Delinquents).

Project 681, a study of school and rehabilitation needs of educabl e retardates
inthe Mnneapolis school system( ), indicates that, in a group of 423 subjects,
a significantly higher percentage of special class boys and girls, (up to age 18)
were "delinquent” than were nornmal persona of the sane age. 57% of former speci al
cl ass boys had police records involving either serious or mnor crime by the age of
18, as conpared with 37% "normal " M nneapolis boys. 38% of the special class
boys had commtted serious offense. Likew se, 24% of special class girls had
records of crime by age 18, conpared with 11.3% of "normal™ girls, 11% of the boys
had serious crime records as adults. The recidivismrate for this group was over
60% ( , p. 53) 12%of the group said that they had been or were currently on
probation. (p. 76)

The witers of Project 681 explain that, since about two thirds of the
educabl e retarded come from"high-nobility, high-absentee, high-delinquency nei ghbor -
hoods. .. some of the characteristics of the retarded m ght nore accurately be
attributed to their sociological identity.” ( , p. 87) And, further, that de-
l'i nquenci es of the retarded may be a feature of their neighborhoods rather than a

feature of retardation". (p. 93)



3.

zi'o

50

70

8,

90

15.

16,

DEFECTIVE DELINQUENT REFERENCES

Beier, Delten C. 'Behavioral Disturbences!, In Hervey A, Stevens and Rick
ﬁgzzr {eds.), Mental Retardation. Chicage: Uniwersity of Chicags Press,
1 :

2-]

Crafts, L. W., and Doll, E, A, 1917 "The Proporticn of Mental Defectives Among
Juvenilie Delinquents”, J, Deling., 1917, 2:3119-43.

Bart, C. ‘'Delinquency and Memtal Defect." Brit. J. Med. Psychol., 1923,
3:168~78,

Sutherland, E. H, "Mantal Deficiency and Crime". In X. Young (ed.), Social
Attitudes, New York: Henry Holt, 1931,

Glueck, E, T. "Mental Retardation and Juvenile Delinquency®. Ment, o
1935, 19:549=-T2.

Penrose; L. S. A Clinical stic Study 280 Case ental Defect.
Iondon: Medical Resear pacial Report, No. 229, 1938.

lurie, L. A., levy, S., and Rosenthal, F. M. "The Defective Delinquent”,
Amer. J, Orthobsychisb., 194k, 14:95-103. |

Wesiwell, Arthur E. "The Defective Delinquent.” Am. J. Ment, Defic., 1951,
56, 283289,

Poulds, G. "The Child Family Relationship and the Frustration Types

Ammong
% Defective Juvenile Delinquents"™, Brit, J. Med. Psychel., 1945, 20:
255=60,

Ehrermald, H. J. "Delinquent Defectives", J, Memt. Sci., 1945, 91:113-18.

. Levy, S. "The Role of Menial Deficiency in the Causation of Criminal Behavior®.

Amor. J. Ment. Defic., 1954, 58, 455-4bh.

Smith, J, 0. "COriminality and Mental Retardation. Sch. Bull.,

1962, 597480 |

Hutt, Max L. and Gibby, Robert G. The Mentally Retarded Child., Boston:

Allyn and Bacon, Inc., 1958.

Begab, Michsel J, The Mentally Rotarded Child. Children's Bureau Publication
#4004, 1963

Davies, S. P. The Memtally Retsrded in Socisty. New York: Columbis University
MS, 1959. '

Prasident's Panel on Mental Retardation. Report of the Task Force on Law.
Jamery, 1963, '



Defective Delinquent Refsrences, Continued

17. Boslew, Harold M., M.D, and Kohlmeyer, Wernor. "The Maryland Defective Delin-
quent Law: An Eight Year Follow-up®. Amer. J. Psych., 1963, 120 (#2),
118024,

18.

19. Beck, Bertram M. "Innovations in Combating Juvenile Delinquency". Children,
March-Aprdl 1965, 69-Th. (p. Ti=2)



